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late summer or early fall, before the birds are housed for the winter. At this time dipping may be practiced without danger of chilling the birds. It is also very important that the flock be deloused in the early spring, so that the young chicks will not be infected soon after they are hatched. If the work is well done at both seasons of the year, there is no reason why a flock should not be kept entirely free from lice. At the same time the treatment is applied, the chicken house should receive a thorough house cleaning and be treated for mites also.
Sodium fluoride may be applied directly to the skin of the birds by the so-called pinch method or the entire flock may be dipped in a solution containing this chemical. The dip method is very practical for large commercial flocks. The pinch method is the one in general farm use and removes lice fully as well when correctly applied.
Dipping should be practiced in warm weather. If the birds are dipped in the middle of the afternoon when the sun is shining, they will have dried out sufficiently by the time they are housed for the night. Birds should never be dipped when the weather is cold or when they are housed. A wooden tub is best but a metal one may be used if it is emptied immediately after the birds are treated. Otherwise the solution will corrode the metal. Measure the lukewarm water as it is placed in the tub and dissolve % ounce of commercial sodium fluoride to each gallon of water. Grasp the bird about the wings with the left hand and hold it under the water up to its head. With the right hand, reach under the water and ruffle the feathers over the body so that the solution touches all the feathers. Duck the head of the bird, lift it out to drain, and the dip bath is complete. The entire process should take only a fraction of a minute.
By the pinch method the powder is applied in daubs among the feathers and on the skin in several places on the body. The birds are corralled in some convenient corner and an assistant is secured to catch them. One person may